way we had spent it and that they had therefore decided to give us £10,000 a year indefinitely to continue the work. We were taken aback by this unsolicited gift, which was not entirely welcome, but realised that £10,000 a year would enable us to do a great deal in Africa, and finally decided we should not refuse. In December 2005, the three of us registered Ashanti Development as a charity.
At this time, I knew little about Ghana, much less than is shown in the table below. I knew it was peaceful and prosperous compared with its near neighbours and that, with oil recently discovered offshore, its prospects looked good. I quickly discovered that inflation was high and often stimulated by shortages of hydro-electricity as a result of drought, and that prices and price rises varied widely in different parts of the country. I also came to doubt some of the official statistics. For example, Ghanaians are eligible for free anti-retroviral drugs, but obtaining a test for HIV/Aids can be difficult or even impossible, raising questions about the low official figure for HIV/Aids.
Development Indicators for Ghana in 2006
Population, mid-year (millions) 22.5
Life expectancy at birth (years) 57
Infant mortality rate (per 1,000 live births) 68
Child malnutrition (% children under 5) 22
Literacy rate, youth female (% of females ages 15-24) 65.5 GNI (current US$ billions) 11.7
GNI per capita (Atlas method, US$) 520
Prevalence of HIV, total (% of population ages 15-49) 2.3 GDP (US$ billions) 12.9
Source: World Development Indicators
Gyetiase is in the Ashanti Region, which, by virtue of its gold and cocoa production, is the most prosperous region in the country. Unfortunately, the money does not seem to benefit local people, and, to make matters worse, NGOs bypass Ashanti, concentrating on the poorer regions in the north. As a result, the villages we work with are among the poorest that David, who has spent his working life in developing countries and disaster areas, has ever seen. Gyetiase is on a hilltop and has 1,200 inhabitants, of whom 46% are under eighteen years old. 1 As I have already mentioned, until recently, the women
